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I’m delighted that you’re taking part in a Community Bible Experience. 

For the next eight weeks, you and your group will explore the New Testament together. My prayer is 
that it will be a life changing journey. 

Community Bible Experience isn’t your typical small group Bible study. For starters, you’ll read from 
a completely different kind of Bible: The Books of the Bible. But I hope you’ll also engage in a 
different kind of conversation—one that feels more like a book club than a traditional Bible study. 

You may find the prospect of reading the entire New Testament exciting, daunting, or both. I won’t 
tell you it’s easy. But I can promise you this: when we immerse ourselves in the redemptive drama of 
God’s Word, we will discover our place in his story. 

This guide will help you facilitate each week’s gathering. You don’t have to have all the answers or 
be a Bible expert to lead these conversations. You simply have to come ready to explore the New 
Testament with your fellow travelers. 

If you have any questions about your Community Bible Experience—or if we can support you in any 
way—please contact us at cbe@biblica.com. 

Thank you for sharing this journey with us. I’ll be remembering your group in my prayers, asking 
God to transform lives through his Word. 

In Christ,

Executive Director, Biblica Europe

Dear small group leader,

Connect with us!.!.!.

"nd us on Facebook
facebook.com/CommBibleExp

follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/CommBibleExp

subscribe to our video channel
youtube.com/CommBibleExp

mailto:cbe@biblica.com
mailto:cbe@biblica.com
http://facebook.com/CommBibleExp
http://facebook.com/CommBibleExp
http://twitter.com/CommBibleExp
http://twitter.com/CommBibleExp
http://youtube.com/CommBibleExp
http://youtube.com/CommBibleExp
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Every day, we lose 700 Bible readers. 

4 in 5 churchgoers don’t get the help they need 
understanding the Bible. 

Sources: Gallup, REVEAL
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Why we need a better Bible experience

We have more Bibles than ever. And more ways to access Scripture. We can pull it up on our 
smartphones or have it delivered to our inboxes. We can choose from an endless array of Bibles in 
just about any bookstore. 

Yet people are reading the Bible less than they did a generation ago. We’re hungry to hear God 
speak, but somehow the message isn’t getting through.  

How did we lose our way? We’d like to suggest three possibilities!.!.!.

1. Too often we read in fragments. 
From verse-of-the-day emails to topical reference Bibles, we’ve packaged Scripture for a sound-bite  
culture. Most of us read a verse here or a chapter there—but almost never the whole story. 

Is this really how we’re meant to experience the Bible? God’s Word is, first and foremost, a story—
one that was designed to be engaged in its entirety. No one watches only a few scenes from their 
favourite movie—out of order, no less. Yet this is exactly how many of us engage Scripture.

2. Too often we read without context. 
We all know the Bible is an ancient collection of books written by ancient scribes who spoke 
foreign languages. It’s the product of a culture vastly different from our own.  

Try as we might to connect the Bible to our world today, sometimes we just can’t bridge the gap. 
And if we can’t make sense of it, we’re more far likely to put it down in frustration.    

3. Too often we read in isolation. 
We’ve turned Bible reading into a private discipline—something that begins and ends with “me.”   

Personal Bible study is a wonderful thing. But it’s not the only thing. Did you ever notice how often 
the Bible addresses a group of people, rather than individuals? From the Old Testament law to the 
letters of Paul, Scripture was originally meant to be experienced in community.     



The 3 C’s of engagement

There has to be a better way. What if, instead of reading only in fragments, we recaptured a 
panoramic view of the complete story? What if, instead of reading without a sense of the Bible’s 
history or culture, we glimpsed the context of our story? 

What if, instead of reading in isolation, we experienced God’s Word in community?   

Introducing the campaign

the complete Bible,

experienced in community.

understood in context,

It’s more than just a nice idea. The three C’s of engagement are the driving force behind every 
Community Bible Experience. 

“I didn’t grow up reading the Bible. I was often distracted by the footnotes, 
chapters, and verses. So I would get hung up and stop reading.” 

— Michelle, Colorado
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“We’ve seen relationships formed that 
would not have formed any other way. 
People who said they  never wanted to 

be in a small group—now they don’t 
want to leave their group! 

— Janine, church leader, Michigan

How it works

Community Bible Experience delivers on all three C’s of Bible engagement: 

• It’s the complete story, starting with the New Testament.

• You’ll discover more of the context by reading a completely different kind of Bible.

• It’s a community endeavour, as participants gather weekly to share the journey. 

So how does it work?

1. Get together. 
Your small group will read the entire New Testament in eight weeks. This guide has everything  
you need to prepare for the journey.  

2. Read big. 
For the next eight weeks, you’ll read a completely different kind of Bible. You’ll read whole     
books—not just bits and pieces. By the end, you’ll have read every word of the New Testament.   

We’ve designed a revolutionary new presentation of 
Scripture for this experience. The Books of the Bible 

strips away centuries of artificial formatting, leaving 
behind nothing but pure Bible text in a format that’s 
easier to read—from beginning to end. (Learn more 
about The Books of the Bible on page 8).     

3. Discuss. 
Each week you’ll meet as a small group to discuss 
what you’re reading. These gatherings are designed to 
feel more like a book club than a traditional Bible study. They’re an opportunity to share how the 
story is impacting each person—what inspires, surprises, puzzles, or challenges us.   

There’s no advance preparation required for participants or small group leaders, other than keeping  
up with each day’s reading.      
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About The Books of the Bible

For your Community Bible Experience, you’ll read from The Books of the Bible, a revolutionary new 
presentation of Scripture unlike any other available today. 

When you open your copy of The Books of the Bible, the first thing 
you’ll notice is that it doesn’t look like a “normal” Bible. There are 
no chapter and verse numbers. No study notes or cross references. 
No red lettering.

That’s because all these additives—none of which are original to 
Scripture—can sometimes get in the way of seeing the big picture. 
They impose someone else’s structure on the text, encouraging us to 
read in fragments rather than whole books.

The Books of the Bible is designed to be read from start to finish. 
We’ve stripped away centuries of artificial formatting, leaving 
behind nothing but pure Bible text in a presentation that’s easier to 
read and understand.

We also put the books in a more natural order. For example, Luke and Acts were originally two 
volumes of the same work, so we placed them next to each other. Instead of reading Paul’s letters 
from longest to shortest, you’ll experience them chronologically.

Introducing the campaign
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To order any of these 
digital versions, go to 
BiblicaDirect.com/
CommBibleExp.

Two FREE ways to read!.!.!.

YouVersion
Keep up with each day’s reading  
device on your mobile device 
using the YouVersion app.

Daily email updates
Read or listen online, one day at 
a time, when you sign up at 
biblica.com/cbe/dailyemail.

Digital editions available at BiblicaDirect.com!
In addition to the print version, three digital formats of The 
Books of the Bible: New Testament are available through 
Biblica’s US website. Are prices are listed in US$ along 
with their approximate cost in pounds sterling.    

eBook, $5 (£3.25)
Includes the Community Bible Experience reading plan. 
Available exclusively at BiblicaDirect.com.

mp3 audio download, $5 (£3.25)
The complete NIV New Testament, divided into 39       
tracks—one for each day of the New Testament reading 
campaign.  

children’s audio adaptation, $5 (£3.25) | COMING SOON
Created especially for kids ages 6 and up, this audio 
download features one 10-minute episode for each day     
of the New Testament reading campaign. 

http://biblicadirect.com/CommBibleExp
http://biblicadirect.com/CommBibleExp
http://biblicadirect.com/CommBibleExp
http://biblicadirect.com/CommBibleExp
http://biblica.com/cbe/dailyemail
http://biblica.com/cbe/dailyemail
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About Biblica

Celebrating more than 200 years in ministry, Biblica provides God’s Word to people through 
Translation, Publishing, and Bible Engagement—so that lives are transformed through a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 

Our story
In 1809 the International Bible Society distributed Bibles to immigrants entering into New York; 
200 years later IBS developed into one of the leading worldwide Bible ministries and sponsor of 
the New International Version. Send The Light also had its original roots in the US and was born in 
1957 as the vision of George Verwer, who distributed Bibles and Christian books into New 
Mexico.!This fledgling ministry grew into Operation Mobilization, working around the world in 
evangelism, church planting and holistic ministry; STL became one of the leading Christian 
literature organizations operating around the world.

In March 2007, the International Bible Society and Send the Light merged creating a new ministry, 
now known as Biblica, focusing on Bible translation, publishing and engagement. 

Biblica today
We are the translation sponsors of the New International Version® (NIV®) Bible, the most widely 
read contemporary English translation in the world. We serve in over 55 countries, sharing the 
good news of God’s love and mercy with people worldwide.

Bible engagement
Our work goes beyond translation and publishing—because we care what happens once people 
have the Scriptures. We want to see hearts and minds captivated—and lives transformed—through 
an encounter with God’s Word.

That’s why Community Bible Experience is more than just another Bible study. It’s a worldwide 
movement seeking to change the way we experience Scripture. It’s about losing ourselves in God’s 
story, so we can find our place in it. Developed by Biblica, Community Bible Experience is an 
important part of expanding our Bible Engagement focus around the world. 
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New Testament reading plan

Participants read five days a week, Monday – Friday. A typical day’s reading is 10 pages and takes 
around 30 to 45 minutes to complete. 

Week 1: Luke-Acts
Day 1 p. 1-11 read until “…he left them until an opportune time.”

Day 2 p. 11-25 read until “…whoever is not against you is for you.”

Day 3  p. 25-33 read until “…worked all through the dough.”

Day 4 p. 33-43 read until “…and kill them in front of me.”

Day 5 p. 43-54 read until the end of Luke  

Week 2: Luke-Acts, 1-2 Thessalonians
Day 6  p. 55-64 read until “…priests became obedient to the faith.”

Day 7 p. 64-75 read until “…word of God continued to spread and flourish.”

Day 8  p. 75-86 read until “…spread widely and grew in power.”

Day 9 p. 87-102 read until the end of Acts
Day 10 p. 103-115 read until the end of 2 Thessalonians

Week 3: 1-2 Corinthians, Galatians, Romans
Day 11 p. 117-126 read until “…I too have the spirit of God.” 

Day 12 p. 126-137 read until the end of 1!Corinthians
Day 13  p. 139-153 read until the end of 2!Corinthians
Day 14 p. 155-163 read until the end of Galatians
Day 15 p. 165-177 read until “…the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Week 4: Romans, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon, Philippians, 1 Timothy, 
Titus,!2!Timothy
Day 16  p. 177-188 read until the end of Romans
Day 17 p. 189-195 read until the end of Colossians
Day 18  p. 197-210 read until the end of Philemon
Day 19 p. 211-226 read until the end of 1!Timothy
Day 20 p. 227-238 read until the end of 2!Timothy
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New Testament reading plan (continued)

Week 5: Matthew
Day 21 p. 239-251 read until “…and not as their teachers of the law.”

Day 22 p. 251-262 read until “…new treasures as well as old.”

Day 23  p. 262-270 read until “…forgive a brother or sister from your heart.”

Day 24 p. 270-283 read until “…but the righteous to eternal life.”

Day 25 p. 283-290 read until the end of Matthew  

Week 6: Hebrews, James, Mark
Day 26  p. 291-297 read until “…to whom we must give account.”

Day 27 p. 297-309 read until the end of Hebrews
Day 28  p. 311-318 read until the end of James
Day 29 p. 319-334 read until “…not to tell anyone about him.”

Day 30 p. 334-350 read until the end of Mark

Week 7: 1-2 Peter, Jude, John
Day 31 p. 351-358 read until the end of 1!Peter
Day 32 p. 359-368 read until the end of Jude
Day 33  p. 369-382 read until “…was later to betray him.”

Day 34 p. 382-395 read until  “…what the Father has told me to say.”

Day 35 p. 395-408 read until the end of John

Week 8: 1-3 John, Revelation
Day 36  p. 409-423 read until the end of 3!John
Day 37 p. 425-431 read until “…what the Spirit says to the churches.”

Day 38  p. 431-444 read until “…because the plague was so terrible.”

Day 39 p. 444-453 read until the end of Revelation
Day 40 grace day
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Tips for reading

Ten pages a day is a lot for most people. But it can be done. A typical day’s reading is comparable 
to a couple of feature articles in The Times or a 30-45 minute podcast. Easy? Not necessarily. Worth 
doing? Absolutely. Here are some tips to share with your group.   

Be fully present.
Avoid the temptation to multitask. Devote yourself fully to each day’s reading. It’s true we’re busier 
than ever, but most of us can carve out time to read 10 pages. The average Briton watches four 
hours of television per day; you only have to give up one or two programmes to make room for 
each day’s reading.    

Read for distance, not detail. 
Don’t get bogged down in the details. Focus on where the overall story is moving. If you have 
questions, jot them down and move on. 

Don’t skip the book intros. 
Spend quality time with the book introductions in The Books of the Bible. They contain vital 
information to help you unpack the context and literary structure of each book. 

Follow the natural section breaks. 
Each day’s reading concludes at the end of a book or at a natural section break within a book. 
These breaks are indicated by line spaces—the bigger the space, the bigger the section break. 

Sign up for daily campaign emails. 
Encourage participants to sign up for daily campaign updates. Each email includes a reminder of 
that day’s reading, some inspiration for the journey, and links to listen and read online. To sign up, 
go to biblica.com/cbe/dailyemail. 

Watch out for the 20-day slump. 
Some participants may hit a wall halfway through the campaign. If this happens, encourage them 
to mix up their routine. Read in the evenings instead of mornings. Give the audio version a try. 
Take your reading outside or go to your favourite coffee shop. 

Listen and read at the same time.
You’ll get more out of the experience by engaging multiple senses. Try listening to the audio 
version of The Books of the Bible while following along in your print copy. Participants can sign up 
for daily campaign updates and receive a link to listen online to each day’s reading—free.

http://biblica.com/cbe/dailyemail
http://biblica.com/cbe/dailyemail
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How to schedule and structure your gatherings

How often should we meet?
Plan to meet with your small group nine times during the campaign. Hold your first gathering 
before everyone starts reading so you can prepare your group for the experience, using the 
information on page 16. 

Meet once a week for the duration of the campaign. Be sure to hold your last meeting after 
everyone has finished reading (see “Reflecting on the journey” on page 32). This is a time for 
everyone to look back on the whole experience and celebrate what you’ve achieved.  

When should we meet?
If possible, hold your small group gatherings on weekends. There aren’t any readings assigned for  
Saturdays or Sundays, so weekends are an ideal time to meet as a group. 

How much time should we spend together? 
Allow 90 minutes for each week’s gathering. Feel free to adjust this if you find your group needs 
more or less time. You may also want to share a meal together before each discussion.  

What will we cover? 
Here’s a rough outline you can follow for each week’s gathering. Remember, these are only general 
guidelines. Be sure to do what works best for your group. 

1. Opening prayer and introductions (5-10 minutes)

2. Reflecting on the previous week (30-60 minutes)

3. Preparing for the week ahead (15-20 minutes)

4. Closing prayer time (5-10 minutes)

For a week-by-week guide, see pages 16-32. 
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Preparing for the experience

Discussion questions

Every week your group discussion will focus on five simple questions: 

1. What’s something you noticed for the first time? 

2. What questions did you have? 

3. Was there anything that bothered you? 

4. What did you learn about loving God? 

5. What did you learn about loving others? 

That’s di"erent.
Granted, these are not your typical Bible-study questions. They’re open-ended. They’re designed to 
give you space to wrestle with the text.

These questions are different because the experience we’re after is different. Instead of mining 
answers from Scripture, we want to glimpse the big-picture story and engage the Bible on its own 
terms.

You may find it takes time to get used to these questions. That’s OK. Some groups need a couple 
weeks to find their rhythm. Just remember, this experience is meant to feel more like a book club 
than a traditional Bible study. 

OK, but why these #ve questions? 
These questions are meant to help you think differently about Scripture. The Bible is God’s inspired 
Word, but that doesn’t mean answers fall out of it like rain from the sky. It just isn’t that kind of 
book. It’s an ancient story—one that we’re called to enter into and explore.

The first three questions help you wrestle with the text. By reading whole books, you’re likely to 
notice things for the first time. You may have questions you’ve never asked before. Some things may 
even bother you a little. That’s OK. Wrestling is part of our spiritual heritage. In the Old Testament, 
God’s people went by the name Israel, meaning “one who wrestles with God.”

The last two questions encourage you to consider what implications the text has for how we live. 
Jesus once said that all the Law and the Prophets hang on two commands: love God and love your 
neighbor. Rather than thinking purely in terms of personal application (“What does this mean to 
me?”), contemplate each reading in terms of your relationship with God and others. 

Don’t worry if your group doesn’t get through all five questions each week. Sometimes the 
discussion may chart a course of its own—and that’s great, too.
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Tips for weekly gatherings

Don’t stress. 
Leading your group on this journey requires no advance preparation. You just need to keep up with 
your reading. (If you like to plan ahead, you can always take a moment to scan the discussion 
points before each week’s gathering.)  

Think “book club.”
Participants will come with different perspectives, backgrounds, and assumptions. Some may be 
new to the Bible. Others may be lifelong students. Remember, the goal isn’t to settle every debate 
or answer every question. Let the Bible speak for itself, and allow your group to absorb the story of 
redemption. 

Encourage everyone to participate.
As you go through the five questions on page 14, give each person a chance to join the conver-
sation—without forcing anyone to do so. Some participants may come ready to share; others may 
be more reserved. Make sure that no one inadvertently monopolises the conversation. If this 
happens, try calling on some of the quieter participants to balance the discussion. 

Capture the experience.
Grab a camera and record some of your group members talking about their journey through the 
New Testament. Share the best videos with us at facebook.com/CommBibleExp. 

Share the reins.
Anyone can facilitate a Community Bible Experience group. Take turns leading each week’s 
discussion. 

Preparing for the experience
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Week 1: Luke-Acts

1. Opening prayer and introduction (15-20 minutes)
We’ve allowed extra time for the introduction this week so you can spend time preparing everyone 

for the next eight weeks. Be sure to cover the following:  

• Introduce Community Bible Experience and The Books of the Bible by sharing some of the 

information on pages 5-9. 

• Spend a few moments discussing the challenge of reading 10 pages a day. Be sure to mention 

that the average daily reading takes around 45 minutes to complete. You only have to give 

up one or two television programmes to make room each day. 

• Share the tips for reading on page 12. 

• Encourage everyone to read “The Drama of the Bible in Six Acts” at the front of The Books of 
the Bible before they start reading the New Testament. If anyone would like to know more 

about The Books of the Bible, point them to the preface on pages iv-vi. 

• Encourage everyone to treat group discussions more like a book club than a Bible study. (See 

page 15.)  

2. Re$ecting on the previous week (0 minutes)
There’s no prior reading to reflect on this week, so we’ll skip this section.  

3. Preparing for the week ahead (15-20 minutes) 
Share the following preview to help everyone get ready for the week ahead. You could have group 

members take turns reading this information to the rest of the group.  

We’ll begin with first and largest section of the New Testament: Luke-Acts and the letters of Paul. 
These books are grouped together because they give us an overview of the entire New Testament 
period, including the life of Jesus and the early days of the church.

This week we’ll cover the gospel of Luke.

Luke

• Luke and Acts are two volumes of a single work. They were addressed to Theophilus—most 
likely a Roman official who sponsored and helped distribute Luke’s work. 

• Luke wrote to convince Theophilus that the things he’d heard about Jesus and the church were 
trustworthy. Luke-Acts shows how everything unfolded according to God’s plan—how Jesus 
the Messiah brought salvation not only to the Jews, but to all nations. 

Weekly discussion guide
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Week 1: Luke-Acts (continued)

Luke (continued) 

• Luke, the first volume, is divided into a prologue and three main sections: 

Prologue:  Jesus’ early life (p. 7-14)

Section 1:  Jesus’ ministry in Galilee (p. 14-25)

Section 2:  His journey to Jerusalem (p. 25-39)

Section 3:  His death and resurrection in Jerusalem (p. 39-49)

4. Closing prayer time (10-15 minutes) 
Spend time praying for the experience ahead—that God will use it to give each person a more 

panoramic view of his story.  

Weekly discussion guide
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Week 2: Luke-Acts, 1-2!Thessalonians

1. Opening prayer and introduction (5-10 minutes)

2. Re$ecting on the previous week (30-60 minutes)
Spend time discussing last week’s reading. You may want to write down some of the responses that 

are shared.  

1. What’s something you noticed for the first time? 

2. What questions did you have? 

3. Was there anything that bothered you? 

4. What did you learn about loving God? 

5. What did you learn about loving others? 

3. Preparing for the week ahead (15-20 minutes) 
Share the following preview to help everyone get ready for the week ahead. You could have group 

members take turns reading this information to the rest of the group.  

This week we’ll continue the first and largest section of the New Testament. Specifically, we’ll 
witness the birth of the church in Acts. We’ll also read 1!and 2!Thessalonians, two of Paul’s 
earliest letters.

Acts

• Luke and Acts were originally two volumes of a single work. Like the first volume, Acts was 
addressed to Theophilus. 

• The theme of Luke-Acts can be summed up in the words of Paul and Barnabas on p. 69:   
“!‘The Lord has commanded us: “I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 

salvation to the ends of the earth.”!’!” 

Weekly discussion guide
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Week 2: Luke-Acts, 1-2!Thessalonians (continued)

Acts (continued) 

• The second volume, Acts, is divided into six sections—each marked by some variation on the 
phrase, “The word of God continued to spread.” Each section shows the expansion of the 
early church beyond Jerusalem. 

Section 1:  The church is established in Jerusalem and becomes Greek speaking, 
 enabling its spread throughout the Roman Empire (p. 51-58).

Section 2:  The church expands into the rest of Palestine (p. 58-63).

Section 3:  The church transcends cultural and ethnic divisions, as Gentiles (non-Jews) 
 are included alongside Jews (p. 63-67).

Section 4:  The church spreads into the Roman province of Asia, located in modern-day 
 Turkey (p. 67-72).

Section 5:  The church spreads into Europe (p. 72-77).

Section 6:  The gospel reaches into the highest levels of society in Rome (p. 77-89).

1!Thessalonians 

• This is one of Paul’s earliest letters. He wrote to believers in the Greek city of Thessalonica, 
encouraging them to hold firm to their newfound faith, despite facing intense opposition.

• 1 Thessalonians follows a pattern typical for correspondence of the time. It begins with an 
opening greeting, followed by a thanksgiving and prayer, followed by the main body, followed 
by a closing section. 

2!Thessalonians 

• Paul wrote this letter shortly after his first correspondence with the church at Thessalonica. 
This time, he wrote to correct a false report claiming that the “day of the Lord”—that is, the 
day of God’s final victory—had come without the vindication or deliverance the Thessalonians 
were longing for.

4. Closing prayer time (10-15 minutes) 

Weekly discussion guide
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Week 3: 1-2!Corinthians, Galatians, Romans

1. Opening prayer and introduction (5-10 minutes)

2. Re$ecting on the previous week (30-60 minutes)
Spend time discussing last week’s reading. You may want to write down some of the responses that 

are shared.  

1. What’s something you noticed for the first time? 

2. What questions did you have? 

3. Was there anything that bothered you? 

4. What did you learn about loving God? 

5. What did you learn about loving others? 

3. Preparing for the week ahead (15-20 minutes) 
Share the following preview to help everyone get ready for the week ahead. You could have group 

members take turns reading this information to the rest of the group.  

This week we’ll continue the first and largest section of the New Testament. We’ll read more of 
Paul’s letters to local churches—specifically, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, and Romans.

1!Corinthians

• Corinth was a wealthy, cosmopolitan center of the ancient world. 

• 1 Corinthians is Paul’s response to a letter from the church at Corinth—and to reports Paul had 
received about the believers there. In his reply, Paul addressed several of their questions and 
challenged some of their beliefs and practices. 

• The letter is divided into four sections. 

Section 1:  Paul begins with a brief greeting and thanksgiving (p. 105).

Section 2:  In the main body of the letter (p. 105-119), Paul confronts the Corinthians on 
 several issues, including:

- Their tolerance of immorality

- Their belief that everything physical is bad and therefore they could do 
whatever they wanted with their bodies

- Their attendance at pagan ceremonial meals

- Their discrimination against the poor during the Lord’s Supper

- Their doubts about Jesus’ resurrection

Section 3:  Paul gives instructions for an offering he is collecting for the poor (p. 119).

Section 4:  Paul shares his travel plans and closes his letter (p. 119-120).
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Week 3: 1-2 Corinthians, Galatians, Romans (continued)

2!Corinthians 

• Paul experienced a great deal of conflict with the Corinthian church. After they reaffirmed 
their respect for his authority, Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to reassure them—and to address some 
new threats.

• Paul’s letter consists of four parts, in which he retraces his steps since his last visit to Corinth. 

Section 1:  Paul defends himself against accusations that he was untrue to his word, 
 explaining why he made an unexpected visit to Corinth (p. 123-124).

Section 2:  Paul recounts his time in Troas (in modern-day Turkey), when he was 
 separated from his ministry partner Titus (p. 124-127).

Section 3:  Paul describes his reunion with Titus in Macedonia (part of modern-day 
 Greece)—and his relief at learning of the Corinthians’ change of heart  
 toward him (p. 127-129).

Section 4:  Paul anticipates his next visit to Corinth, including some difficult 
 confrontations that still have to take place (p. 129-132).

Galatians 

• Paul wrote this short letter to Gentile believers in Galatia, a province in central Asia Minor 
(modern-day Turkey). After Paul had established the church there, some “agitators” came 
behind him, teaching that Gentile converts had to observe Jewish customs in order to be 
saved. Paul wrote to correct this false notion.

Romans

• Paul addressed this letter to a church he had yet to meet. He hoped to make Rome a base of 
operations for taking the gospel into the western half of the Roman Empire.

• The main theme of Paul’s letter is that the gospel is for everyone—both Jew and Gentile.

• Paul’s letter is divided into three main sections:

Section 1:  The introduction, where Paul stresses the main theme (p. 143).

Section 2:  The body, consisting of a teaching section and a practical section. Paul 
 explains that God has remained faithful to his original covenant with Israel, 
 even as he creates a new worldwide family of believers (p. 143-158).

Section 3:  Paul concludes by showing that the Jewish Scriptures always looked ahead to 
 the Gentiles’ inclusion. After sharing some individual greetings, he closes 
 with a final wish that all Gentiles might come to “faith and obedience”—the 
 same phrase with which he opened his letter (p. 158-160).

4. Closing prayer time (10-15 minutes) 
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Week 4: Romans, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon, 
Philippians, 1!Timothy, Titus, 2!Timothy

1. Opening prayer and introduction (5-10 minutes)

2. Re$ecting on the previous week (30-60 minutes)
Spend time discussing last week’s reading. You may want to write down some of the responses that 

are shared.  

1. What’s something you noticed for the first time? 

2. What questions did you have? 

3. Was there anything that bothered you? 

4. What did you learn about loving God? 

5. What did you learn about loving others? 

3. Preparing for the week ahead (15-20 minutes) 
Share the following preview to help everyone get ready for the week ahead. You could have group 

members take turns reading this information to the rest of the group.  

This week we’ll finish the first and largest section of the New Testament. We’ll wrap up Romans 
(which was introduced last week). Then we’ll read the rest of Paul’s letters to churches and 
individuals.

Colossians

• Paul wrote this letter from Rome, while awaiting trial before Caesar. He wanted to warn the 
Colossians about those who insisted on religious observances, secret spiritual knowledge, or 
harsh treatment of the body as necessary for salvation. Paul argues there is no need to add 
anything to the complete salvation found in Christ.  

Ephesians

• Despite its name, this letter may not have been written to the church at Ephesus. The words 
“in Ephesus” don’t appear in some early manuscripts. Also, Paul had spent a great deal of time 
in Ephesus. If he were writing to believers there—many of whom were among Paul’s closest 
friends—he probably would have included a personal greeting.

• In any case, Paul was writing to Gentile converts, encouraging them to replace their old way 
of life with one of purity and integrity.
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Week 4: Romans, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon, 
Philippians, 1!Timothy, Titus, 2!Timothy (continued)

Philemon 

• Philemon was a wealthy individual living in Colossae, a city in Asia Minor (modern-day 
Turkey). Philemon’s slave, Onesimus, had run away. While on the run, Onesimus put his faith 
in Jesus and became an assistant to Paul.

• Paul sent Onesimus back to Asia Minor to deliver some letters for him. This meant going home 
and facing his former master. In this radical letter, Paul pleads with Philemon to welcome 
Onesimus “no longer as a slave, but .!. . as a dear brother.” 

Philippians 

• The believers at Philippi (located in modern-day Greece) were some of Paul’s most loyal 
supporters. Paul wrote this letter from prison in Rome to thank them for their friendship. Like 
Paul, the Philippians were experiencing hardship, so Paul counsels them to follow his example 
of patient endurance—and to stand united in the face of opposition.

1!Timothy

• After his release from prison, Paul learned that some of the church leaders in Ephesus were 
imposing legalistic requirements on believers, engaging in controversial religious speculation, 
and tolerating immoral behavior. Paul sent his disciple Timothy to put the church in order.

• In this letter, Paul instructs his protégé to replace renegade church leaders with properly 
qualified ones.

Titus

• Paul sent another long-time ministry partner, Titus, to deal with a troubled church on the 
Mediterranean island of Crete. As he did in his letter to Timothy, Paul confers authority on Titus 
and advises him on how to appoint qualified leaders. Paul also hints that he is close to 
fulfilling his dream of introducing the gospel to the western half of the Roman Empire.

2!Timothy

• Paul was eventually imprisoned again—this time with little hope of release. Despite his own 
hardship, Paul sent these words of encouragement to Timothy. Paul wanted to remind Timothy 
of the central gospel message and exhort him to continue fighting “the good fight.”

4. Closing prayer time (10-15 minutes) 
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Week 5: Matthew

1. Opening prayer and introduction (5-10 minutes)

2. Re$ecting on the previous week (30-60 minutes)
Spend time discussing last week’s reading. You may want to write down some of the responses that 

are shared.  

1. What’s something you noticed for the first time? 

2. What questions did you have? 

3. Was there anything that bothered you? 

4. What did you learn about loving God? 

5. What did you learn about loving others? 

3. Preparing for the week ahead (15-20 minutes) 
Share the following preview to help everyone get ready for the week ahead. You could have group 

members take turns reading this information to the rest of the group.  

This week we’ll begin the second major section of the New Testament: books addressed to a 
Jewish audience. Matthew, Hebrews, and James are grouped together because each was written 
to Jews who embraced Jesus as their Messiah. We’ll spend this entire week reading Matthew’s 
gospel.

Matthew

• The book of Matthew tells the story of Jesus from a distinctly Jewish perspective, portraying 
him as the culmination of the work which God began through Israel.  

• Matthew draws many parallels between Jesus and Israel. Like Israel, Jesus wandered in the 
desert, where he faced temptation. Like Moses, Israel’s founder, Jesus narrowly escaped an 
attempt on his life as an infant.

• The most important Jewish parallel is found in the arrangement of Matthew’s gospel. Moses 
delivered the Jewish law in the form of five books, known as the Torah. Similarly, Matthew 
collected Jesus’ teachings into five major speeches—each of which is preceded by a series of 
events relating to the theme of that speech.
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Week 5: Matthew (continued)

Matthew (continued) 

• The book of Matthew can be divided into a prologue, five main sections, and a conclusion:

Prologue:  Matthew connects Jesus to David, Israel’s most famous king (p. 207-208).

Section 1:  The first main section reveals that the kingdom of heaven is based on a 
 holistic way of life in which outward action reveals inward character 
 (p.!208-215).

Section 2:  This section demonstrates how Jesus chose 12 disciples and sent them out as 
 a symbol of the renewed Israel on a renewed mission to announce the 
 kingdom (p. 215-219).

Section 3:  This section explores the mystery of God’s kingdom, demonstrating that it is 
 hard to recognise and easy to misunderstand—but is growing anyway 
 (p.!219-224).

Section 4:  The fourth section shows how the kingdom of heaven creates a new family 
 (p. 224-231).

Section 5:  The fifth section reveals that citizens of this kingdom will be scattered by 
 their enemies—but as a result, people everywhere will hear about Jesus 
 (p.!231-241).

Conclusion: Jesus brings about the redemption of his people, echoing the deliverance of 
 the Israelites from bondage in Egypt centuries earlier (p. 241-247).

4. Closing prayer time (10-15 minutes) 
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Week 6: Hebrews, James, Mark

1. Opening prayer and introduction (5-10 minutes)

2. Re$ecting on the previous week (30-60 minutes)
Spend time discussing last week’s reading. You may want to write down some of the responses that 

are shared.  

1. What’s something you noticed for the first time? 

2. What questions did you have? 

3. Was there anything that bothered you? 

4. What did you learn about loving God? 

5. What did you learn about loving others? 

3. Preparing for the week ahead (15-20 minutes) 
Share the following preview to help everyone get ready for the week ahead. You could have group 

members take turns reading this information to the rest of the group.  

This week we’ll finish the second major section of the New Testament. We’ll focus on two more 
books written to a Jewish audience: Hebrews and James. We’ll also begin the third major section 
of the New Testament, starting with Mark’s gospel.

Hebrews

• The book of Hebrews was addressed to Jewish Christians living prior to the destruction of 
Jerusalem’s temple in AD 70.  

• Judaism was still legally recognised by the Roman Empire, so Jewish Christians could avoid 
persecution by identifying themselves as Jews rather than as followers of Jesus. The author of 
Hebrews warned against doing so, because it was through Jesus that God had established a 
new covenant. To make his point, the writer alternated between theological arguments and 
lessons from Israel’s history. The book of Hebrews can be divided into four sections:

Section 1:  The opening section reveals that the salvation announced by Jesus is greater 
 than the salvation announced by the law of Moses (p. 251-253).

Section 2:  This section teaches that Jesus is our apostle who leads his followers into a 
 promised land far greater than the one into which the Israelites were led 
 (p.!253-254).

Section 3:  According to this section, Jesus is our high priest—one greater than the priests 
 appointed by the law of Moses (p. 254-260).

Section 4:  Hebrews concludes with a practical application of the previous two sections, 
 calling on followers of Jesus to step out in faith (p. 260-264).
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Week 6: Hebrews, James, Mark (continued)

James

• This short book features some of the best teaching and advice from James, the brother of Jesus, 
to Jewish believers scattered throughout the Roman Empire. Though it starts out like a letter, 
James is actually a collection of short sayings—not unlike the Old Testament books of 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.

• James concentrates primarily on questions of daily living. In addition to the pursuit of wisdom, 
he addresses practical issues such as concern for the poor, the responsible use of wealth, 
control of the tongue, purity of life, unity among believers, and—above all—patient 
endurance in times of trial.

Mark 

• The book of Mark is the shortest of the four gospels. It was written to a Roman audience. 
Given the eyewitness nature of this account, many scholars think Mark was recording the 
memoirs of his old friend and ministry partner, the apostle Peter.

• Mark emphasizes the importance of being willing to suffer for Jesus. A master storyteller, Mark 
builds dramatic tension around Jesus’ identity and his conflict with the establishment. 

• Mark’s gospel consists of two parts, each told in three dramatic acts: 

Part 1: Who is Jesus?

Act 1:  Jesus teaches and heals, as crowds swarm to him (p. 275-278).

Act 2:  Jesus encounters opposition as he introduces a radically new way of life 
 (p.!278-281).

Act 3:  The disciples struggle to understand who Jesus is (p. 282-286).

Part 2: Jesus vs. the powers

Act 1:  Jesus and the disciples travel to Jerusalem (p. 286-290).

Act 2:  Jesus teaches in the temple and clashes with the established leadership 
 (p.!290-294).

Act 3:  The leaders have Jesus killed, overturning all he has done—only to have God 
 overturn their deed by raising Jesus from the dead (p. 294-299).

4. Closing prayer time (10-15 minutes) 
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Week 7: 1-2!Peter, Jude, John

1. Opening prayer and introduction (5-10 minutes)

2. Re$ecting on the previous week (30-60 minutes)
Spend time discussing last week’s reading. You may want to write down some of the responses that 

are shared.  

1. What’s something you noticed for the first time? 

2. What questions did you have? 

3. Was there anything that bothered you? 

4. What did you learn about loving God? 

5. What did you learn about loving others? 

3. Preparing for the week ahead (15-20 minutes) 
Share the following preview to help everyone get ready for the week ahead. You could have group 

members take turns reading this information to the rest of the group.  

This week we’ll finish the third major section of the New Testament: the Mark group. Last week 
we read Peter’s account of Jesus, as told by Mark. This week we’ll read two letters written by 
Peter himself. We’ll also read Jude’s letter, which bears many similarities to 2 Peter. Then we’ll 
begin the fourth and final section of the New Testament, starting with John.

1!Peter

• Peter wrote to encourage churches in what is now Turkey. His letter consists of three parts:  

Section 1:  Peter reminds his readers that they are called to a new life (p.!303-304).

Section 2:  He assures them that their new way of life will impress those who are 
 mistreating them without cause (p. 305-306).

Section 3:  Finally, Peter comes to the main purpose of his letter: to encourage believers 
 to remain faithful in the face of intense persecution (p. 306-307).

2!Peter

• Peter’s second letter—the last testimony of an eyewitness to Jesus’ life—has three parts:  

Section 1:  Peter challenges his readers to godly living and stresses the reliability of what 
 they’ve been taught (p. 311-312).

Section 2:  He condemns false teachers who claimed that Jesus would never return 
 (p. 312-313).

Section 3:  Peter explains why Jesus hasn’t returned yet (p. 313).
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Week 7: 1-2!Peter, Jude, John (continued)

Jude

• Jude’s letter is strikingly similar to Peter’s second letter. Both mention false teachers who have 
infiltrated the church, and both call the faithful to active resistance.

• Jude exhorted his audience to “contend for the faith,” while being “merciful to those who 
doubt.”

John 

• John presents Jesus’ life as a story of new creation. John’s overarching concern has to do with 
belief in Jesus—so much so that John ends each section on this note. His purpose in writing, 
revealed near the end of his book, was so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah.” 
John reminds his readers not once, but seven times that Jesus used the divine name “I am” to 
identify himself as God. According to John, there’s no question as to who Jesus is.

• John’s gospel is divided into two major sections, which are bookended by a prologue and 
epilogue. 

Prologue:  The opening lines of John echo the creation story in Genesis (p. 321).

Section 1:  Also known as the “Book of Signs,” this section includes seven miraculous 
 signs performed by Jesus. Near the end of this section, John laments the 
 people’s failure to believe, in spite of all Jesus did (p. 321-340.

Section 2:  Also known as the “Book of Glory,” this section focuses on the days leading 
 up to the Passover festival, as well as Jesus’ death and resurrection 
 (p.!340-350).

Epilogue:  The conclusion was likely written to correct the misunderstanding that John 
 would not die until Jesus had returned (p. 350-351).

4. Closing prayer time (10-15 minutes) 
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Week 8: 1-3!John, Revelation

1. Opening prayer and introduction (5-10 minutes)

2. Re$ecting on the previous week (30-60 minutes)
Spend time discussing last week’s reading. You may want to write down some of the responses that 

are shared.  

1. What’s something you noticed for the first time? 

2. What questions did you have? 

3. Was there anything that bothered you? 

4. What did you learn about loving God? 

5. What did you learn about loving others? 

3. Preparing for the week ahead (15-20 minutes) 
Share the following preview to help everyone get ready for the week ahead. You could have group 

members take turns reading this information to the rest of the group.  

This week we’ll wrap up the last section of the New Testament: books written by the apostle 
John. This week we’ll focus on the letters of John. 

We’ll also read the book of Revelation which, as the only book of its kind in the New Testament, 
belongs in a category unto itself.

1!John

• The recipients of John’s first letter were heavily influenced by Greek philosophy—in particular, 
the belief that all flesh is evil and only spirit is good. As a result, they struggled to accept the 
idea that God had come to earth in a human body.

• John wrote to remind believers of the truth they had “heard from the beginning.” Rather than 
following a clear outline, John weaves together several themes, such as the physical 
incarnation of Jesus and the importance of godly living and compassion for others.  

2!John

• John’s second letter warns another church against providing assistance to false teachers. Despite 
its brevity, 2 John covers the many of the same themes as 1 John.  

3!John

• John wrote his third letter to insist than an unspecified church provide a base of operations for 
traveling preachers who were promoting the true message of Jesus.  
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Week 8: 1-3!John, Revelation (continued)

Revelation

• Rome’s power was uncontestable at the end of the first century. Wealthy cities across the 
empire competed for Caesar’s patronage, spawning a cult of emperor worship. Any resistance 
to this cult jeopardised a city’s standing with the Roman emperor. But in city after city, 
followers of Jesus acknowledged a different Lord. For these Christians, it was Jesus, not Caesar, 
who sat on the throne. Their refusal to “tow the party line” left them vulnerable to persecution.

• During one such period of intense persecution, God sent a prophetic vision to the churches of 
Asia (modern-day Turkey) through the prophet John. This vision was meant to encourage the 
faithful to stand firm, “even to the point of death.”

• Revelation is an apocalyptic book. This literary form was well known in John’s day. In an 
apocalypse, a heavenly visitor discloses secrets of the future through vivid symbols. The 
recipient of the vision typically goes on a journey through heaven and offers a review of 
history leading up to the present crisis between good and evil.

• Revelation is divided into four main parts, each of which is marked by John’s use of the phrase 
“in the spirit.” 

Section 1:  John receives a vision, bringing words of warning and encouragement to the 
 seven churches of Asia (p. 371-374).

Section 2a:  John is taken into heaven, where he sees the exalted Jesus execute judgment 
 against his enemies (p. 374-385).

Section 3:  The story is interrupted while John is taken to the wilderness, where he is 
 shown the true spiritual state of the Roman Empire (p. 385-389).

Section 2b: John’s earlier vision resumes, depicting Jesus’ triumph over all his enemies 
 (p.!389-390).

Section 4:  John is taken to a mountaintop where he sees the new Jerusalem coming 
 down out of heaven (p. 390-392).

4. Closing prayer time (10-15 minutes) 
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Reflecting on the journey

1. Opening prayer and introduction (5-10 minutes)

2. Re$ecting on the previous week (30-60 minutes)
Spend time discussing last week’s reading. You may want to write down some of the responses that 

are shared.  

1. What’s something you noticed for the first time? 

2. What questions did you have? 

3. Was there anything that bothered you? 

4. What did you learn about loving God? 

5. What did you learn about loving others? 

3. Preparing for the week ahead (20-30 minutes) 
You’ve completed your journey through the New Testament. Give each group member a chance to 

share their thoughts in light of this experience—how it’s affected them, how it’s changed their view 

of the Bible, etc.  

You even want to grab a camera, record the conversation, and share it with us at facebook.com/

CommBibleExp.  

Finally, be sure to celebrate what you’ve achieved together. Reading the entire New Testament in 

eight weeks is a major accomplishment!

4. Closing prayer time (10-15 minutes) 
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Wrapping up

You did it! The entire New Testament in eight weeks. Our prayer is that it was a transformational 
experience for you and your group.     

If some of your group members fell behind, give them an extra couple weeks finish. And be sure to 
celebrate your achievement as a group.

Finally, we want to hear from you. Let us know how your Community Bible Experience went. What 
worked? What could have been better? Connect with us online and share your thoughts…

After the campaign

"nd us on Facebook
facebook.com/CommBibleExp

follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/CommBibleExp

email us
cbe@biblica.com 
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Other Community Bible Experiences

Coming soon, Biblica will offer three new Community Bible Experiences, taking you through the 
Old Testament using The Books of the Bible.     

Covenant History (coming 2012)
Return to where our story begins: creation, rebellion, exile, and the formation of a covenant people 
through whom God will bring redemption to the world.   

The Prophets (coming 2012)
Read the prophets in historical order—and retrace Israel’s story through the unique perspective of 
these divinely inspired messengers. 

The Writings (coming 2013)
Experience the poetry and wisdom of God’s people as they reflect on their story and look at ahead 
to their deliverance. 

To be notified when new Community Bible 

Experiences become available, go to 
biblica.com/cbe/updateme.

After your campaign
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Share the gift of Bible engagement. 

Today, at least 700 people will give up reading the Bible. But we can change that. 

Help us bring Community Bible Experience to churches, schools, and small group Bible studies across 
the United Kingdom. Together we can ignite a worldwide renewal of Bible engagement.  

Your gift will help deliver a life-changing Bible experience to people in Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
and across Europe. 

We invite you to consider making a gift to our ministry 
efforts as part of your Community Bible Experience. Your 
generosity will help transform lives. 

To donate by debit or credit card, go to 
BiblicaEurope.com. 

During your campaign
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